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constitute a redefinition of some aspect of the world and how it operates.
Upon these beliefs is erected an easy and certain cure for the troubles
that beset man, whether they be economic, political, "spiritual," or what-
not. Fanatical ideologies are Utopian in that they propose a sweepino-
improvement in the society. But unlike most Utopian ideologies, fanatical
ideologies do not start with things as they are and build a plan from them;
they start, rather, with things as they are not.

The origin of a fanatical ideology cannot ordinarily be traced to any
one person. And even when it is based upon one person's ideas, it changes
in spreading in much the same way as does a rumor or a fad. The spread
of the fanatical ideology is, however, more or less limited to those per-
sons in the population who are acutely distressed by social circumstances.
A fanatical ideology may be taken up by depressed tenant farmers in a
given locality but not by the more prosperous farm owners and town and
city people. Likewise, a fanatical ideology may be adopted by the more
disgruntled of the underpaid or unemployed workers in a city but not
by all of them. The appeal of a fanatical ideology is, thus, rather specific.
Most of those who were inspired to give up their savings and enter a
"heaven" by Father Divine's theory of how to grow rich and happy were
Harlern Negroes of the laboring class; most of those who joined in the
trek to Florida in 1925 were white tenant farmers from Arkansas and
adjacent states; most of those who in 1936 sought in California the land
of plenty were "dust bowlers" from the drought-depressed regions of
Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Unlike most ideologies, those of the fanatical type serve to direct the
behavior of people into new channels. Those who adopt the fanatical
ideology proceed to act upon it. If according to the ideology there is a
land of milk and honey just across the hills, they pack up and to the
best of their abilities start off across the hills. If, as is the substance of
many fanatical ideologies, vigorous prayer and a contribution to the
prophet are the magic way to health, wealth, and happiness, they pray
and make their contribution and then go home to await the coming of
the promised benefits.

When the movement has a leader, the fanatical ideology frequently
gives him the distinction of being a messiah who has come, in the Biblical
manner, to lead his followers out of chaos into an earthly paradise. In the
eyes of his followers the leader thus possesses the charismatic qualities
mentioned earlier. Many such "messiahs" are faith healers who claim or
are reputed to possess power to heal all human ills, perhaps by a laying
on of hands. Others are religious revivalists who are supposed to have
found the true way to God's good graces and to possess a specially
favored position in God's eyes. (All successful evangelists are in a limited
way leaders of mass movements.) Some of these revivalists build upon